
that are systemic in the City of San Diego's adult-use cannabis licensing program. With my 5 and an additional 16 
related GJC's filed by other parties there have been a total of 21 GJC's filed that I know of. There have been no responses 

those findings in a letter dated 08/28/2024. Gloria takes exception to the City reporting cannabis tax revenues as being 
separately reported since those funds are deposited in the General Fund. As these past GJC's have set forth, there is pay-to-play 
corruption in the City's adult-use licensing programs (see DSD Deep Dive @ page 32 Benjamin Zobal) that as a result of Mayor 
Gloria's response, DEMAND that these ALL CASH BUSINESSES, often run by criminals, be separately shown on City Financials. 

In 2021 CSU San Marcos published a paper titled: Economic Impact of Cannabis in San Diego County which 
beginning at page 14 shows, as a result of FOIA produced documents, the City’s gross cannabis sales revenues 
from 08/2018 thru 11/2020. On page 15 it shows that in 3rd Q 2019 there were 16 approved dispensaries used to 
compile that data.  The problem with that is on 09/26/2019 at page 8 the City’s own Development Services 
Department (“DSD”) reported to the Planning Commission there were 24 approved applications not 16.  With 8 
dispensaries not being accounted for the actual revenues, again from 100% cash-based cannabis businesses are 
being underreported. This issue is further exacerbated by industry lobbyists having special relationships with City 
staff and Councilmembers in  which this cash money is being used to gain influence and when audits are done 
SDMC is not being enforced.         

 

 
 
 

San Diego County Grand Jury 
550 Corporate Center 
550 W C Street, Suite 860 
San Diego, CA 92101-3518 

County of San Diego 
Grand Jury 

Citizen Complaint Form 
Please Review Complaint 
Guidelines on Reverse Side 

619-236-2020 Fax 619-338-8127 
Email: sdgrandjury@sdcounty.ca.gov 

Date Dec 18, 2024 
 

 

 

1. Who: (Your Name) 

Address 

City, State, Zip Code 

Telephone 

Darryl Cotton 
 

6176 Federal Blvd. 
 

San Diego, CA  92114 
 

619.954.4447 
 

 

2. What: Subject of Complaint: Briefly state the nature of complaint and the action of what San Diego 
County department, section agency or official(s) that you believe was illegal or improper. 

 Check This Box if you are using additional sheets for this question 
 

 

3. When: Date(s) of Incident Recurring  
 

 

4. Where: Names and addresses of other departments, agencies or officials involved in this 
complaint. Include dates/types of contact, i.e. phone, letter, personal. 

 Check This Box if you are using additional sheets for this question 

 

5. Why/How: For more details regarding these practices please visit: Justice4Amy.org at Section 12(a)  
 

 

Print Name: Darryl Cotton
 

 

 
It is a crime to report to the Grand Jury that a crime has been committed knowing the report to be false. Penal Code §148.5(d). 

http://www.justice4amy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/23-12-18_Cotton-Complaint-re-Tax-Fraud-1.pdf
http://www.justice4amy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/GJC-Combined-1-21-Redacted.pdf
http://www.justice4amy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-2024-Grand-Jury-Report-re-Cannabis.pdf
http://www.justice4amy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2024-08-28-Mayor-Glorias-Response-to-the-23-24-GJ-Report.pdf
http://www.justice4amy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/23-12-18_Cotton-Complaint-re-Peerson.pdf
http://www.justice4amy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/23-12-18_Cotton-Complaint-re-Peerson.pdf
https://151farmers.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/2024-05-13_Deep-Dive-CUPs-Steering-Document.pdf
http://www.justice4amy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-City-of-San-Diego-Annual-Finanancial-Comprehensive-Report-AFCR.pdf
http://www.justice4amy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2021-County-of-San-Diego-Cannabis-Report.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/dsd_cannabis.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/dsd_cannabis.pdf
http://www.justice4amy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/50893-Blue-Water-Young-EC-603-Lobbying-Report-3-Q-2021.pdf
http://www.justice4amy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/50893-Blue-Water-Young-EC-603-Lobbying-Report-3-Q-2021.pdf
https://www.justice4amy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-11-19-SDUT-re-Whitburn-and-Blue-Water-Government-Affairs-Dallin-Young.pdf
http://www.justice4amy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-10-06_City-of-San-Diego-Ltr.Re_.GSG-Tax-Liability-1.pdf
https://docs.sandiego.gov/municode/MuniCodeChapter03/Ch03Art04Division01.pdf
mailto:sdgrandjury@sdcounty.ca.gov
https://www.justice4amy.org/posts/case/

